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Romans 16 

 

After many months of labor, we have reached the end of Paul’s letter to the 

Romans. There are things to be said about this final chapter, but, before I make 

those comments, I think it would be wise to remind ourselves of some key 

ideas that have emerged from our explorations. Let me share with you seven 

brief ideas which I think are key to understanding Romans.  

 

 

1. God is righteous. It is good news to know that the one who created all 

things is perfectly holy and just. If God were anything other than 

righteous, the world would be utter chaos without reprieve. The gospel 

is “the gospel of God” (1:1). That means that the good news both comes 

from God and is about God. God reveals himself. He reveals his 

righteousness through the message of Jesus unto salvation (1:17) and 

through his wrath displayed against the ungodliness and unrighteousness 

of men (1:18). It is good to know that the transcendent one nonetheless 

shows us who he is that we might know him.  

 

2. God will judge all people. If the guy who trained your auto technician 

did not hold his students to an equal and absolute standard, then you are 

in trouble when you need to have your car repaired. Justice requires all 

people to stand before God’s throne. God will judge us according to our 

works flowing out of our hearts (2:6; 14:11-12). The bad news here is 

that everyone is revealed to be guilty. If you wore a tape recorder that 

flipped on every time you uttered a moral statement, you would discover 

at the end of a month that you fell short of your own standards. How 

much more will each of us fall short of the standards of a holy God. 

“None is righteous, no not one” (3:10).  

 

3. Christ died as an atoning sacrifice. God did not let us remain in our 

state of unrighteousness. Instead, the gospel reveals that Jesus came to 

live and die for our salvation. In his life, he accomplished what we could 

not. In his death, he bore the consequences of our own unrighteousness. 



In his resurrection, he conquered all our enemies. When we trust in Jesus, 

God credits our faith to us as righteousness, even as he credited Abram’s 

faith to him as righteousness (4:3). Our justification with God is not a 

product of our works but a result of our faith in Jesus.  

 

4. Christians have peace with God. Flowing out of our justification with 

faith is peace with God (5:1). God is not at war with the Christian. He is 

not waiting in heaven to blast us. He instead is a loving Father who 

disciplines us even as he shares a relationship with us. Because God is 

not trying to get us, we can stand up under suffering, for suffering in the 

context of God’s love produces endurance, and endurance produces 

character, and character produces hope (5:3-4). In many ways, being a 

Christian simply means being a finite human being who is learning what 

it means to be at peace with God.  

 

5. The Holy Spirit lives inside of us. Hope is produced through suffering, 

and we know that our hope will not be disappointed because even now 

God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who 

has been given to us (5:5). The Spirit of God dwells in you (8:11). He 

teaches you to cry out to God, “Abba! Father!” (8:15). The Holy Spirit 

himself intercedes for you when you don’t know what to pray (8:26). 

The presence of the Holy Spirit changes how we relate to each other in 

the church since “The kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and 

drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit” 

(14:17). Even with our differences in opinion, the Holy Spirit creates a 

fellowship of joy and peace within the church. When the Spirit lives 

inside of us, God’s law is no longer a burden. Instead, we find God’s 

commandments to be liberating. “For the law of the Spirit of life has set 

you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death” (8:2). We do not 

have to play games with the law anymore. The law will not bring us 

condemnation. Instead, we walk with the Spirit, and the Spirit brings us 

life and peace (8:6). 

 

6. The gospel is to be preached to everyone. The universality of God’s 

judgments and the power of the atoning sacrifice of Jesus form the 



backdrop for Paul’s mission to the Gentiles. Because all have fallen short 

of God’s glory (3:23), all must hear the gospel of Jesus. How is anyone 

to hear this message if no one is sent to preach this message (10:14-15)? 

The word that goes out to all the world is the same word that Jesus spoke 

to Nicodemus: “You must be born again” (John 3). As we saw in our 

study of Romans 9, nothing can make up for the necessity of the new 

birth. In that chapter, Paul lays waste to the idea that God can be moved 

to action because of pure-blood, position, power, purpose, or privilege. 

God doesn’t save people because they have the right bloodline or the 

right job title. He saves the undeserving according to his own gracious 

purposes. He is the potter, and we are the clay. The practical lesson to 

learn is that God can tear down the barriers that we set up because 

“Salvation belongs to the Lord” (Jonah 2:9). We preach and let God save 

whom he will.  

 

7. The church is the body of Christ. Those who have been indwelt by the 

Spirit, who have come to know the saving power of the gospel, are made 

a part of the body of Christ. There are no “Lone Ranger” Christians. To 

know God’s will (12:2), we must share our gifts with one another. In our 

study of chapter twelve, we considered how these gifts participate in the 

offices of Christ - gifts are prophetic, priestly, and kingly. All gifts 

function to build up and express Christ’s rule over his church. We are 

called to love our neighbors. We are called to build bonds of unity which 

are stronger than our differing opinions about disputable matters. We 

even bear with one another’s weaknesses (15:1). The liberty and freedom 

we experience in the body is a foretaste of the liberty which all creation 

will one day experience. 

 

Now, we are ready to end our series by looking at a few things from this final 

chapter. I have spoken of Romans 16 in two slightly different ways. First, this 

chapter flows out of chapters 12-15. A very simple outline of Romans splits 

the book between doctrinal instruction in 1-11 and practical application in 

church and society in 12-16. When we looked at chapter twelve, I suggested 

that we come to know God’s will by both growing in doctrinal knowledge and 

by looking at our behaviors and community. God’s will comes to us through 

pursuing truth and through developing how we live as finite individuals. 

Second, I noted over the last two weeks that chapter fifteen closes out the main 



arguments of the book. So, in a more detailed outline of Romans, we would 

find the last chapter standing alone as an epistolary conclusion. Either way you 

look at it, I have one simple point to make about this chapter. It shows us that 

the gospel of God is as broad as the whole creation and as narrow as our 

individual lives. It is for all things and for you and me personally. Note the 

bigness of the gospel. It is the good news that Satan will be crushed (v. 20). It 

is a “revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages (v. 25). It has 

been made known to all nations (v. 26). It is the message of the only wise God 

(v. 27). The good news is not for one culture or language. It is not narrow or 

cramped. In chapter eight, we learned that creation is longing for liberty, 

awaiting the revelation of the children of God. So, the gospel is for mountain 

tops and ocean depths and language groups and nations. 

 

This is a big gospel. It is about the redemption and restoration of all things. But 

it is also deeply personal. Notice all the names in this final chapter. Phoebe, 

the woman who delivered the letter to the Romans as Paul’s envoy, Priscila 

and Aquila, Junia, Persis, Olympus, and more. Each of these names represents 

a person who was known and loved by God. They are men and women, rich 

and poor, Jew and Gentile, educated and uneducated. Each one is worthy of 

the “holy kiss” (v. 16). Each one is a recipient of “the grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ” (v. 20). 

 

And so, we conclude here. I pray that you are captivated by the grandeur of the 

gospel of God. But I also pray that you experience it personally, at the depth 

of who you are. Your individual name can be added to this precious list. This 

is the gospel big enough for all creation. Yet, this is the gospel of Steve, 

Margaret, Ben, Linda, Harland, Myrna, Vicky, Tom, Mitzi, Ian and on and on. 

This is your good news. Jesus has died. Jesus has risen from the dead. Jesus 

lives forever to intercede. Believe in Jesus. Follow Jesus. Cling to Jesus. He is 

the hope of the world, and he bears the names of his people in his heart. 

 

 

 


