
*Affirmation of Faith From the Scots Confession, Chapter 4           (unison)
For this we constantly believe, that God, after the fearful and horrible defection 
of man from his obedience, did seek Adam again, call upon him, rebuke his sin, 
convict him of the same, and in the end made unto him a most joyful promise, to 
wit, “That the seed of the woman should break down the serpent’s head”; that is, 
he should destroy the works of the Devil. Which promise, as it was repeated and 
made more clear from time to time, so was it embraced with joy, and most 
constantly retained of all the faithful, from Adam to Noah, from Noah to 
Abraham, from Abraham to David, and so forth to the incarnation of Christ 
Jesus: who all (we mean the faithful Fathers under the law), did see the joyful 
days of Christ Jesus, and did rejoice.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever.  Amen.

Our Tithes and Offerings  “Blessed Jesus, We are Here”                    Rudolf Ahle
      *The Doxology       Page #809
      *Prayer of Dedication

*Hymn                                   “O for a Closer Walk with God”        Page #547

*Benediction

Postlude       “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”        Kevin Hildebrand
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Sunday, September 25, 2022



Service for the Lord’s DaY
September 25, 2022     10:30 a.m. Worship
*Congregation May Stand

In Essentials… Unity ~ In Non-Essentials… Liberty ~ In All Things… Charity

Prelude                  “Prelude in G major”          J.S. Bach
In quiet reflection, let us turn our thoughts toward worship of Almighty God.

Welcome and Announcements             Alan Dimmers

Call to Worship

Invocation

*Hymn        “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”          Page #77

*Responsive Reading                  Psalm 146
Leader: Praise the LORD!  Praise the LORD, O my soul!

People: I will praise the LORD as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have being.

Leader: Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no help.

People: When his breath departs he returns to his earth; on that very day his 
plans perish.

Leader: Happy is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD his 
God,

People: who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them;            
who keeps faith for ever;

Leader: who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry. 
The LORD sets the prisoners free;

People: The LORD opens the eyes of the blind.
The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves the 
righteous.

Leader: The LORD watches over the sojourners, He upholds the widow and the 
fatherless; but the way of the wicked He brings to ruin.

All: The LORD will reign for ever, Thy God, O Zion, to all generations.
Praise the LORD!

Prayer of Confession                   (unison)
O God, we confess that we have lived so comfortably in the abundance of our 
times that we have made things our gods.  We spend our days dreaming of and 
working for possessions that cannot satisfy.  The pursuit of riches replaces the 
quest for faith and faithful relationships.  The desire for comfort and things 
drowns out the call of Your Kingdom to serve You and others.  Forgive us God 
for our complacency and lack of passion for You, Your Word, and Your Work.  
Redeem us, we pray, from our self-destructive ways and restore us to Your 
covenant community.  Amen.

Silent Confession (continue in silent prayer)            ….Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

*The Gloria Patri                    Page #805

Children’s Sermon                   “Christ”       Pastor Scott Cress

First Scripture Lesson                Amos 6:1-7              Pew Bible Page #794

Anthem     “Hear My Words”                        Stephen Paulus

Second Scripture Lesson                John 15:9-12   Pew Bible Page #939

Sermon               “What You Need to Know:  Obedient Love”      Pastor Scott Cress

*Hymn   “If You Will Trust in God to Guide You”                    Page #636



CHURCH CALENDAR
Today, September 25
  8:30 a.m. Choir Practice, Sanctuary
  9:40 a.m. Sunday School, Classrooms
10:20 a.m. Pre-Service Prayer, Chapel
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Sanctuary
11:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship, Fellowship Hall

Monday, September 26
  7:00 p.m. Arts Chorale Practice, Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, September 27
  6:00 p.m. Life Skills Class, Anniversary Room

Wednesday, September 28
  6:30 p.m. Mid-Week Bible Study, Pastor’s office & ZOOM

Thursday, September 29

Friday, September 30

Saturday, October 1

Next Sunday, October 2  ~  World Communion
  8:30 a.m. Choir Practice, Sanctuary
  9:40 a.m. Sunday School, Classrooms
10:20 a.m. Pre-Service Prayer, Chapel
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Sanctuary
11:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship, Fellowship Hall

▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬
Usher Schedule:  September-June

1st  Sunday:  Bill Barron, Ruth Brown, and Kevin Portteus
2nd Sunday:  Kathy Keil, Betty Kneen, and Lisa Roberts
3rd Sunday:  James Brandon, Marty Games, and Carol Ringenberg
4th Sunday:  Barb Auseon, Marsha Rollins, and Margaret Scott
5th Sunday:  Session Members

WELCOME
The psalmist said, “I will sing praises to my God all my life long” (Psalm 146:2, NRSV). 
Let us all, members and visitors alike, sing praises to God.  Let us lovingly reach out to 
God and one another. Welcome, friends!

A SPECIAL WELCOME TO ALL VISITORS worshiping with us this morning.  We ask that 
you please include your name and address when filling out the Friendship Pads and pass the pad 
along the pew so others may do the same.  After everyone has registered, send the pad back along 
the pew so you can learn the names of those sitting with you.  Attendance Last Sunday:  70

The FLOWERS on the Communion table are given today by Ruth Brown in loving 
memory of her adopted Grandfather, Milo Kemp, who passed away 32 years ago today, 
September 25, 1990.

PASTOR: Rev. Scott Cress
CHOIR/ORGANIST: Dean James
WORSHIP LEADER: Alan Dimmers
BUILDING CLOSER: Bob Roberts
DEACON: Mitzi Dimmers
USHERS: Barb Auseon, Marsha Rollins, and Margaret Scott

PRAYER REQUESTS:    Storm Victims & Disaster Relief Teams (Puerto Rico & Japan)
CONTINUING PRAYER REQUESTS:  Curt Carver, John Long, Phil Hoffman, Mary 
Sanderson, Phyllis & John Payne, Carissa Benavides, Jack Bowles (Cousin J.Long), Charles Cress 
(Pastor’s Father), Kara Dietrich, Jim Elliott (Pastor’s friend), Brynn Ferguson, Melinda Foulke-
Beckwith, Kevin & Bridget Fowler (Parents B.Portteus), Maxine & George Gaffney (Friends 
B.Kneen), Tim Gordon (Cousin M.Rollins), Linda Grey & Tammy Simons (Friends Marsha), Bill 
Gunn (Brother B.Lipps), Steve Hess (Friend Irma), Ashley Hightower, JB Jenkins (Irma’s Brother-in-
law), Robert Jones (Irma’s Husband), Kurt Leutheuser (Son E.Leutheuser), Alexis Kozub, Ann 
Mardis (Friend C.Ringenberg), Joanne Rollins (Marsha’s Sister-in-law), Jackie Schaefer (Friend 
Taylors), Rosemarie Schneider (Sister W. Schneider-Country Living), Sherri Selmer (Friend Cress 
Family), Donald Tesch (Friend M.Games), Janna Witt (Lipps’ daughter), Laura VanWormer (Friend 
L.Fogarty), Carey Yacks (Irma’s friend) ; PRAY FOR MILITARY:  LT. Andrea Cornett (USN), 
Dorion Duby (National Guard—Husband Elayna), Spencer Eves (USNA-Grandson Judy & Ron 
Adams); LT. Col. Garron Garn (US Marines), LT. Commander Zachary Laden (US Navy, Grandson 
Taylors), Captain Ben Larson (National Guard--Grandson C.Dear); Davis Regalado (USMC-Friend 
J.Benzing); LT. JG Sydney Rouble (USN RN—Granddaughter Bishers); PRAY FOR MISSIONS: 
Lingap Foundation, Outreach Foundation, and Samaritan’s Purse; PRAY FOR OUR SHUT-
INS:  Mary Rose Dryer (home), Onalee Foulke (Country Living), Lois James (Medical Care), Ellie 
Leutheuser (Drews Village Green Rm 19), and Kit Tamblyn (Drews Village Green)



ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHRISTMAS SHOEBOXES! Help the Samaritan's Purse mission to children around the 
world by making a shoebox Christmas gift package for a child in need and spread the joy of 
Christmas!  We have 108 boxes to fill and brochures so that you may begin building your 
Christmas shoeboxes! Please pick them up today in Fellowship Hall.  Sunday, November 
13th is the deadline to bring in your shoeboxes. Together we make a difference!

LIFE SKILLS CLASSES continue Tuesday evenings at 6 PM in the Anniversary Room. 
Classes will conclude on Tuesday, October 18th. We have a wonderful team who assembles 
meals for the classes. We are also looking for two members who would like to be present to 
build relationships. Finally, we need everyone to pray!

LOOKING AHEAD TO OCTOBER 2:  World Communion Sunday will be celebrated on 
October 2nd and we will also receive the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper during worship!  All 
are who trust in Christ are welcome to participate.  Please remember that the loose offering in 
next Sunday’s collection will go to the Deacons for their good work among us.

MID-WEEK WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY:  Join us for Wednesday evening study of 
John's Gospel. The fun begins at 6:30 PM. You may participate in-person in the Pastor's study 
(please RSVP) or live on Zoom.  Check fpchillsdale.org for the Zoom info.

MINISTRY AT COUNTRY LIVING:  First Pres has a wonderful opportunity to lead 
worship on Sunday afternoons at the Country Living facilities. Pastor Scott hopes to assemble 
four teams of three folks to go out and serve on a rotation basis. Each team needs a person to 
give a devotional, a person to lead music, and a person to encourage and worship with 
residents. If you are interested, talk to Scott ASAP!

PRAYER REQUESTS:  Please remember to call the Church office if you know of members 
in the hospital or if you are going to be in the hospital.  Please continue to remember all those 
in the hospital, in mourning, and listed in the weekly bulletin in your prayers.  Also, let us 
know if a name should be added and/or removed from the Prayer Request list.  Thank you!

RUMMAGE SALE (October 21-22):  The Ladies Society will once again have their annual 
Rummage Sale on October 21st and Saturday, October 22nd in Fellowship Hall.  Donations can 
be place on the stage any time now. Donations sorted into categories (men's, women's, 
children's, household, etc) and labeled makes the set-up easier. We certainly appreciate your 
help in doing this!

SHARE THE WARMTH DONATION DRIVE BEGINS OCTOBER 2:  For the month 
of October, we will be collecting items to be donated to Share the Warmth.  Join us in 
sharing kindness, care, and necessities with those who need it.  MOST NEEDED ITEMS 
are heavy duty paper plates, dessert plates, and bowls, heavy duty tall kitchen drawstring 
garbage bags, paper towels, laundry soap, dryer sheets, bleach, toilet bowl cleaner, shampoo, 
conditioner, body wash, white wash cloths, bed bug spray, and foot powder.  Please place 
your donations in the tote in Fellowship Hall by October 30th.  Thank you for giving 
generously!

SMALL GROUP PRAYER:  During October, FPC will begin a small group prayer 
initiative. Please look for further information in next week's bulletin and on the website. If 
you have not already signed up to receive notifications through fpchillsdale.org, please sign 
up by subscribing on the site. Details will be finalized soon. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AT 9:40 AM:  Learning for all ages happens on Sunday mornings 
from 9:40-10:20 AM.  The children meet in their classrooms on the first floor by the Church 
offices.  The adults will join Pastor Scott in the Anniversary Room.  We hope to see you 
there!

SUPPORT THE HELPING HANDS PREGNANCY RESOURCE CENTER!  With your 
donations of loose change, you can support the Helping Hands Pregnancy Resource Center, a 
local organization whose mission is to equip men and women to make life-affirming 
decisions about pregnancy, parenting, and sexuality through the gospel of Jesus Christ.  
Please take a BABY BOTTLE from the display table in Fellowship Hall, fill it with your 
loose change or dollars, return it to the display by Sunday, November 13th. 

 You can also help them by reserving a place at the table for their FALL BANQUET on 
Tuesday, October 25th at 6:30 PM at Hillsdale College Searle Center. Tickets can be 
purchased for $25 each. We hope you can join them for an evening to celebrate life!

 Various ongoing VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES are also available. Find out more 
about all of these as well as about the services that are provided by Helping Hands by 
picking up a brochure from the display in Fellowship Hall.

WE WANT TO INCLUDE YOUR CONCERNS IN PRAYER!  It is important to pray for 
our members and friends of our congregation especially those who are sick, or hospitalized, 
home-bound, or serving our country around the world.  Names can be added or removed from 
the prayer list by calling the Church office. Please notify the Church office for prayer 
requests/concerns, hospitalizations, illness, and anyone needing pastoral care for surgeries and 
hospital visits.  It is our privilege to lift you and those you love in prayer. 

http://fpchillsdale.org
http://fpchillsdale.org

